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is hardly possible that Wycherley should have known any.
thing of Sedley's play before its public representation, as he
seems not to have been acquainted with Sedley himself until
after the production of his own drama, so that our accept-
ance of the theory that he borrowed from Sedley the hint of
Love in a Woodw\&& involve the unwarrantable conclusion
that he also, in conversation with Pope, antedated its com-
position by at least eight years. But further, the only
considerable point of resemblance between the two plays
appears to be that while in Wycherley's part of the action
takes place in St. James's Park, in Sedley's one of the scenes
is laid in the Mulberry Garden, which was certainly very
near to St. James's Park, being, in fact, situated at its
western extremity. If the reader choose to consider this
remarkable coincidence sufficient to justify a charge of
plagiarism against Wycherley, I have nothing more to urge
in his defence.

Love in a Woodvtas registered at Stationers' Hall on the
6th of October, 1671, and was published in the following
year.

